Emergency Release of Red Cells Process

Written Questions and Answer Selection Master


	Category
	Questions 
	Answers

	Theory
	Name 3 significant points that must be confirmed prior to issuing unmatched blood.
	Request for unmatched blood

Group of unit label

Regroup of Unit has been confirmed

patient ID

	
	What is the group and type of red cells that can be issued to any patient?


	O/D negative

	
	What follow up examination is required after issuing unmatched blood?


	Pretransfusion examination

	
	
	

	Technique
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	

	Interpretation
	What is the group and type of red cells that should be given as unmatched to a 60 year old male?


	O/D  Positive

	
	What is the group and type of red cells that should be given as unmatched to a 30 year old female?


	O/D  negative

	Problem-Solving

<Would all work better as oral questions.>
	You have just received a request and samples for unmatched blood. The porter is already waiting for the blood.

Describe what you would do next. 


	1. Speak with the requesting physician, or designate, to receive an accurate time estimate for products.

2. If they can’t wait for the ABO examination, release O/D negative red cells.

3. If they can wait, determine the ABO/D and issue group and type specific blood.

	
	You have a request for unmatched blood on a 20 year old. You have a sample and were able to complete an ABO/D examination. The group and type of the current patient sample and the patient historical records do not agree. 

What would you do?

<Can change by adding more details – porter is waiting, air ambulance is waiting>
	1. Issue O/D  negative red cells until another sample is drawn and the problem is resolved.

2. Quickly find out if another patient could be involved.

3. Notify requestor, or designate, of criticality of getting another sample soon.

	
	The computer has stalled or prevents you from completing the emergency issue. What do you do?
	Check for a problem with the data entry or patient results, such as trying to issue a wrong group when previous results are in the computer.

Follow the Downtime Procedure if you suspect a computer problem.


