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Procedure: Packaging Blood Products for Transport within the Facility
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Packaging Blood Products for Transport within the Facility
Purpose: 
This procedure provides instructions for how to package blood products for transport within the facility.
Required Materials: 

	Supplies
	Equipment

	· “Tagged” and “Issued” blood product

· Completed dispensing document

· Plastic bag 

· Ice pack stored at a validated temperature for at least 24 hours.

· Corrugated cardboard insert

· Packing materials


	· Carrier for pneumatic tube transport system

· Validated Shipping Container 

· Validated cooler




Procedure: 

	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	1 
	Determine the transport mode according to the needs of the receiving nursing unit. <list facility specific>

	

	2 
	Package the blood products according to the transport mode in the table below: <facility specific>


	

	
	If transporting by:
	Then
	

	
	porter <definition facility specific>
	· place each “Tagged”,” Issued” blood product into a plastic bag <facility specific> and close

· Fold corresponding completed dispensing document <name facility specific> and insert into the plastic bag document pouch.

· Proceed to step 3.


	

	
	pneumatic tube


	<facility specific>

Go to procedure Transport of Blood Products by Pneumatic Tube.


	Transport of Blood Products by Pneumatic Tube



	
	cooler or validated shipping box
	· If blood product must be kept between 1(C and 6(C, place one ice pack in an upright position at one end of the cooler/validated shipping box and place 2 cardboard inserts between the ice pack and bag(s) such that the ice pack will not touch the blood products.

· Place each “Tagged”,” Issued” blood product into a plastic bag <facility specific> and close.

· Fold corresponding completed dispensing document and insert into the plastic bag document pouch.

· Place blood product(s) into cooler/validated shipping box and fill any dead air space with newspaper such that the product(s) are kept from moving around.

· Close the lid and place the label with patient’s information on top. 

· See Appendix A.


	Validation of Transport Boxes

Appendix A: Blood Box Label with Patient Information


Appendixes: 

Appendix A:
Blood Box Label with Patient Information
Appendix A:
<Insert the properly labelled and/or applied blood box 





label with patient information>
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