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Procedure: Transfusion Medicine Consultation with Pathologist Procedure
Unique Identifier: CP 0900


Transfusion Medicine Consultation with Pathologist Procedure 
Purpose: 
This procedure provides instructions for how and when to consult with the qualified physician who has on-call or overall responsibility for the Transfusion Medicine Service. 

Procedure: 

	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	1
	· When a situation arises that requires input, advice or a decision by the pathologist, use the table in Appendix A to assess the urgency of the consult for the existing circumstances of the situation.
	Appendix A: Indications for Transfusion Medicine Consultation with Pathologist

	2
	Have the following information on hand before calling the pathologist:


	

	
	Patient Information
	Relevant Clinical Information
	

	
	· Full name

· Ordering physician name and contact information

· Ward or location of patient

· Transfusion history

· Diagnosis


	· Coagulation or hematology results
· Medication history

· Pertinent serology results

· Other laboratory results if applicable

· Urgency of blood product request
	

	3
	Determine who to call by referring to the Pathologist contact information posted <fsi>.
	

	4
	Record the consultation information on the <fsi> form or in LIS:

· Date and time of consult

· Identity of pertinent persons

· Conversations/discussions

· Actions recommended

· Follow up 


	


	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	
	If the pathologist cannot be contacted and
	Then
	

	
	transfusion is required urgently


	· Contact the patient’s physician immediately.

· Confirm that the patient’s clinical needs outweigh the potential hazards of incompatible transfusion.

· Prepare and release products as requested.

· Continue to attempt to contact the pathologist.

	

	
	a patient is at risk of an immediate hemolytic transfusion reaction or is in danger from the current transfusion
	· Contact the patient’s physician immediately.

· Contact the patient care area immediately to have the transfusion stopped.

· Continue to attempt to contact the pathologist.

	


Appendixes:

Appendix A:
Indications for Transfusion Medicine Consultation with the Pathologist 

Appendix A:
Indications for Transfusion Medicine Consultation 



with the Pathologist
	Call 

Immediately
	For the following situation
	When:

	
	Blood Product Shortages
	· There is a significant probability that medical or surgical requests will not be met.



	
	Transfusion Reactions
	· Symptoms of severe transfusion reaction are indicated by initial contact by the nursing unit. 

· Symptoms of severe transfusion reaction are indicated on the transfusion reaction report form as completed by the nursing unit.

· The procedures of the Transfusion Reaction Investigation Process, so indicate.

	
	Massive Transfusion
	· A large number of red cells have been given over a short period (10 or more units given over 24 hours to an adult) and 
there appear to be ongoing bleeding problems.

	
	Serology Problems
	· There is a request for a STAT crossmatch and no compatible donor units were found.

· Requests are received for additional blood products for transfusion before an Antibody Investigation is complete.

· Phenotyped units are unable to be provided.

· New antibodies are found in a solid organ transplant patient.

· Antibodies are found in a patient requiring massive transfusion.

· DAT is positive in a previously transfused patient and 

blood is needed prior to Antibody Investigation completion or medical history is obtained.



	
	D Positive Products to D Negative Patient
	· D positive blood or blood products will be transfused to D negative women (<50 years old).

· D positive blood or blood products will be transfused to D negative patient (<16 years old).

	
	Product Quality Problem
	· Product quality is questionable and 
· Clinical circumstances require urgent transfusion.



	
	Disasters
	· Notification is received of a disaster.

	
	Unusual Situations or Diagnosis
	· The technologist’s discretion is to call the pathologist immediately


Appendix A:
Indications for Transfusion Medicine Consultation 



with the Pathologist

	Call

As soon as possible
	For the following situation
	When:

	
	Coagulation Disorders
	· A request is made for special products by a non-clinical hematologist for a new patient who has a diagnosis of ITP, TTP, DIC or hemophilia

	
	Blood Product Requests
	A request is received for any of the following:

· inappropriate use or dose of blood products

· inappropriate treatment of products or modifications i.e. washed, irradiated, CMV negative, HLA platelets

· infrequently requested products, i.e. C1 esterase, Factor VIIa (Niastase), Fibrinogen

· fewer than 4 or more than 10 platelets for an adult

· exchange transfusion, or

· homologous red cells to be transfused when autologous units are available.



	
	Patient Refusal to Consent to Transfusion
	· any doubts should be cleared by the pathologist on call, or

· blood and products are subsequently transfused.

.

	
	Sample Problems
	· The sample is hemolyzed due to patient hemolysis, DIC or immunologic disease

· Hgb is less than 50 g/L.

· A major sample mix-up has occured and sample recollection is necessary.



	
	Product Quality Problems
	· The product does not meet visual inspection criteria. 

· Contamination of the product is suspected

· The product is withdrawn or recalled post-transfusion.

· Units have positive virology results.

· Blood and products are mislabelled.



	
	Unusual Situations
	· The technologist’s discretion is to call the pathologist as soon as possible







	If the pathologist cannot be contacted and
	Then

	transfusion is required urgently
	· contact the patient’s physician immediately.

· Confirm that the patient’s clinical needs outweigh the potential hazards of incompatible transfusion.

· Prepare and release products as requested.

· Continue to attempt to contact the pathologist.



	a patient is at risk of an immediate hemolytic transfusion reaction or is in danger from the current transfusion 
	· Contact the patient’s physician immediately.

· Contact the patient care area immediately to have the transfusion stopped.

· Continue to attempt to contact the pathologist.
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