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Procedure: Checking the Temperature of Red Cells and Platelets
Unique Identifier: ICP 0601


Checking the Temperature of Red Cells or Platelets
Purpose: 
This procedure provides instructions for how to check the temperature of red cells or platelets received as inventory or returned from issue.

Required Materials: 

Calibrated thermometer

· Liquid- in-glass, or

· Electronic

Procedure: 

	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	1


	Check the temperature of red cells or platelets:

· when a temperature monitor has not been used during shipment, and

· when either of these products is returned from a location outside the TMS.


	

	2
	· Place the sensing end of a calibrated liquid-in-glass or electronic thermometer between the 2 bags of red cells or platelets (labels facing out).

Note:
If temperature check is being performed on only one unit, fold the unit around the thermometer.

· Position the thermometer so that the temperature can be read without removing it from the “sandwich”.

· Secure the “sandwich” with two rubber bands.


	

	3
	· Return the units being tested on receipt to the shipping container.

· Leave units being tested on return from issue at room temperature.


	

	4
	Read the temperature after 3 minutes.


	

	5
	Record the temperature <facility specific>


	


	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	6
	If the following temperatures were obtained
	Then


	

	
	· red cells within a temperature of 


1 – 10 (C
· platelets within a temperature 


20 – 24 (C.


	continue usual processing. 
	

	
	· red cells with a temperature outside 1 to 10 (C.

· platelets with a temperature outside 20-24 (C.


	quarantine the product.
	

	7
	If quarantined components were being 
	 Then do the following per established procedures:
	Entering Blood Products into Inventory

Discard and Expiry Process

CBS Customer Feedback 

Form

Facility Occurrence Management Form

	
	received into inventory  
	· Enter all the units from the shipping container into inventory as received and then discard immediately.

· Record the final disposition in the computer or final disposition log.

· Notify the shipping facility.


	

	
	returned from issue


	· Record the final status in the computer or final disposition log.

· Discard the product.

· Complete an Occurrence Management Form.
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