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Procedure: Archiving the Patient’s Sample 
Unique Identifier:  CP 0027


Archiving the Patient’s Sample 

Purpose: This procedure provides instructions for how to archive the patient’s sample.

Procedure: 

	
	Action
	Related Documents

Title

Number

	1 


	Determine if more examinations are required.

Archive according to the following chart:<fs>


	

	
	If
	Then
	

	
	examination(s) is/are complete
	file with completed samples by date of collection.


	

	
	there is still work pending
	place the sample in pending work rack for further examinations at a later time.


	

	
	the sample is from a preop patient
	file with preoperative  samples by date of surgery <fs>


	

	
	only a group and screen has been ordered


	file the sample with current group and screen samples for easy retrieval when units are ordered. <fs>


	

	
	sendout is required
	· Prepare accordingly per established procedure.  

· Then file with completed samples by date of collection.


	Sample Sendout Process

	2 
	Store patient samples at 1-6°C in a separate refrigerator from blood products, or in the same refrigerator in a clearly identified segregated area.


	

	3 
	Refer to the table in Appendix A for sample retention guideline.


	Appendix A: Sample Retention Guideline



	4 
	Discard all samples in biohazardous waste after the retention period is over,

per established procedure.
	Lab Biohazardous Waste Policy




Appendixes: 

Appendix A:
Sample retention guideline

Appendix A:
Sample Retention Guideline


	Type of sample
	Minimum Retention

	· Group and Screen

· Crossmatch (not a Pre-op sample)


CSTM


 AABB
	7 days from date of transfusion



	Pre-Op Group and Screen

Note:

patient has not been pregnant or 
transfused in the past 3 months

CSTM
	35 days (5 weeks) from date of transfusion



	Cord samples


	7 days from date of testing

	Kleihauer slides


	3 months from date of testing

	Donor segments  
CSTM

                             AABB
	7 days from date of transfusion


References:


CSTM Standard

AABB Technical Manual
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