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Procedure: Washing Red Cell Samples by a Manual Technique
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Washing Red Cell Samples by a Manual Technique

Purpose:  
This procedure provides instructions for how use a manual technique to wash red cell samples to be used in an antiglobulin examination.
Procedure: 

	
	Action
	Related Documents
Title

Number

	1


	Resuspend the red cells before the start of each wash.

Fill each tube to be washed 3/4 full with isotonic saline.

Note:  

· Direct the saline into the bottom of the tube so that the cells are mixed homogeneously. 

· If using a squeeze bottle, do not allow the spout of the bottle to touch the inside of the tube.  This is important to avoid contamination from one tube to the next when dispensing isotonic saline into several tubes.

	

	2
	Centrifuge for the posted optimal time in a calibrated serologic centrifuge.    

< facility specific information>


	

	3
	Visually check that the cells are packed at the bottom of the tube. 

Note:
Consult the troubleshooting section of the serologic centrifuge if there is a consistent line of red cells formed along the side of the tube.
	

	4
	Remove the supernatant fluid as follows:

a. Hold the tube(s) securely.

b. Quickly invert the tube(s) upside down to allow all the saline to drain out of the tube(s).

c. Hold the tube(s) upside down and firmly shake your arm down to expel the residual saline.

d. Turn the tube(s) up and mix gently to dislodge the cell button.


	

	5
	Repeat steps 1 through 3, three more times for a total of 4 washes.


	

	6
	· Follow step 4 a - c.

· After step 4, keep the tubes inverted.

· Blot the residual saline onto an absorbent material (e.g.: Kimwipe) to remove the saline completely to a dry cell button.
	

	7
	Check that the size of the cell button is approximately 3-4 mm in diameter.


	

	8
	Return to the respective Antiglobulin Procedure.
	Antiglobulin Procedure for Tube Examinations
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